S4                     Pope Pius XI
did the simple devotions necessary in the community and
all the rest of the time he concentrated upon research.
However, he did keep up one contact with the ordinary
world, and a contact connected with the life of a diocesan
priest: he was appointed Chaplain of the Ladies of the
Cenacle Convent, a religious community which had been
started in France after the Napoleonic Wars. They led
a contemplative life and taught the Christian doctrine
to small children. Ratti gave them a weekly sermon and
organised and supervised catechism classes for the
children. He was one of the few people in Milan who
could hear German confessions, for he spoke the language,
and he did everything possible to improve the convent's
position and to help the nuns in every way. In his spare
time he studied Hebrew with a Rabbi, which was later
of great use to him when meeting Jews in Poland*
He was known as a sociable man, keen to help everybody
connected with the Library, and when the Bishop of
Salford and other Englishmen visited the Ambrosia, Dom
Ratti showed them as one of his greatest prides the
MS of the Psalter of Bangor (Banquir), with interlinear
glosses, in old Irish, which were said to be the oldest-
known specimens of that language. Another MS that gave
him great pride was the Codex Atlanticus of Leonardo
Da Vinci, which showed some remarkable diagrams
anticipating our modern aeroplane in almost every detail.
During all this time Dom Ratti was busy not only
preparing books, but writing articles for historical
journals and reviews. He gave himself up to a compre-
hensive history of the Church in Milan. He determined
to finish the second volume first, since the first volume
would go back to the fourth century when St Ambrose